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_____ _____

Dear George 
 
Regulation 27 letter 2/2007 
 
CHANGES TO THE APPROVAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR PRODUCTS UNDER 
REGULATION 27 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Since 1998 recommendations and advice relating to the approval of products under Regulation 27 of 
the Water Supply (Water Quality) (Scotland) Regulations 20011 (formerly Regulation 25 of the 1990 
Regulations) have been provided by a Committee established in 1966 (the CCM), and since 1998, by 
the Committee on Products and Processes for use in Public water Supply (the CPP) – an advisory 
non-departmental public body (NDPB). 
 
As part of the Government’s better regulation process and review of NDPBs, and following receipt 
of definitive legal advice, the CPP will be disbanded on 31st March 2007.  The last meeting of the 
CPP was held on 13th March 2007. 
 
2.  New approval arrangements 
 
From 1st April 2007 the core processes2 for Regulation 27 approval of products will be delivered by 
the Regulations team of the DWI.  In early April 2007 the DWI website will be revised to reflect 
these changes.  In the meantime the accompanying diagram (Fig 1) illustrates the principles of the 
approval process going forward. 
 

                                                 
1 Regulation 31 of the Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 2000 in England.  
2 Core processes include: handling of applications for approval of products, queries about (and changes to) existing approved products, 
and queries from water undertakers and combined licensees. 
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Initial contact should be made by applicants through the Regulation 31 Enquiries Service:  
 
Regulation 31 Enquiries  
Drinking Water Inspectorate 
Room M03 
55 Whitehall 
London SW1A 2EY 
 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7082 8024 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7082 8028 
E-mail: reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
 
3. Further Information  
 
Any queries regarding the content of this letter should be addressed in the first instance to Philip 
Anderson ( 0131 244 0188). 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Colin McLaren    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:reg31.enquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk


 

Figure 1.   Outline of approval process   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: depending on the quality of the information submitted and the complexity of the application, it may be necessary to go round some of these steps 
 more than once  
† For high risk products, applicants should wait until DWI Regulation 31 Enquiries with advice from expert reviewers has specified what is needed 
* Examples of low risk products are: 

1. Mixtures of chemicals – each ingredient either covered by BS EN or listed as approved traditional chemical. 
2. Polyethylene pipes – made from “recognised granules” or made only from “recognised safe ingredients”. 
3. Polyvinylchloride pipes (non-lead stabilised) – made only from “recognised safe ingredients”. 
4. Stainless Steel products (pipes, tanks etc) – made only from “recognised stainless steel”. 
5. Electrolytically generated sodium hypochlorite – that satisfies specified levels of chlorate and bromate. 
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Applicant 

Applicant/consultant submits: 
1. Application form 
2. IFU document 
3. Full formulation & MSDSs 
4. If needed, the applicant  – 
a. arranges for suppliers to send 
confidential information to DWI. 
b. submits BS 6920 test report 
c. submits leaching test report†
d. submits toxicological data†

3. DWI 
Specifies additional 
information and/or 

testing required 

 
DWI 

seeks expert advice using  standardised 
protocols 

Review of Information. 

Not certain

DWI  
considers whether 

Low risk* or  
High risk product 

Yes
Product 

approved 

DWI  
checks and reviews 

all submitted 
information. 

Is information 
sufficient and 

adequate? 

High 

 

Product 
cannot be 
approved 

More 
information 

required 

Product 
refused 

 
Product can 
be Approved 

Yes No
DWI  

checks and reviews 
all submitted 
information. 

Is information 
sufficient and 

adequate? 
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