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2025 IN REVIEW: PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES IN 
SCOTLAND 
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% Compliance of Regulated Private Water Supplies 

Private Water 
Supplies (PWS) are 
drinking  
water supplies which 
are not provided by  
Scottish Water.  
 
Regulated Supplies 
are those which supply  
more than 50 people, 
provide 10 cubic  
meters or more of 
water per day or are  
supplying premises 
that are commercial  
or performing a public 
activity.  
 
Type B Supplies are 
other smaller, domestic  
supplies 
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2. TYPES OF PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES IN SCOTLAND 
 
Private Water Supplies (PWS) are drinking water supplies that are not supplied by Scottish 

Water. Responsibility for the maintenance, management and quality of these supplies rests 

with the owners and users. Local authorities oversee and regulate private water supplies 

within their areas, with supervision provided by the Drinking Water Quality Regulator 

(DWQR). 

 

Each year, local authorities submit monitoring and regulatory data to the DWQR, which is 

used to produce this Annual Report. The regulation of private water supplies is governed by 

legislation and guidance, including: 

 

• The Water Intended for Human Consumption (Private Supplies) (Scotland) Regulations 

2017 

• The Private Water Supplies (Scotland) Regulations 2006  

 

Local authorities work in partnership with the DWQR to protect and improve the quality and 

safety of private water supplies throughout Scotland. They also collaborate with the Society 

of Chief Officers of Environmental Health in Scotland to support effective regulation and 

promote best practice. 

 

Data submitted by local authorities for 2025 indicate that there are 23,111 private water 

supplies in Scotland, representing a decrease of 47 supplies compared with the 23,158 

supplies reported in 2024. The information collected suggests that approximately 3.5% of 

Scotland’s population relies on a private water supply for drinking water. 

 

This figure is an underestimate the actual number of people served by private water 

supplies, as it reflects resident populations only and does not fully capture the large number 

of users accessing water through commercial premises. These include visitors and tourists, 

employees, customers, and individuals consuming food and drink products produced by 

businesses supplied by private water supplies. As a result, the overall population benefiting 

from or dependent upon private water supplies will be significantly higher than reported. 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/282/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/282/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/209/contents/made
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Private Water Supplies in Scotland are classified into two categories: 

 

• Regulated Supplies (formerly known as Type A): These are regulated under the 2017 

Regulations, and include supplies that serve 50 or more people, provide 10 cubic 

metres or more of water per day, or supply premises involved in commercial or public 

activities. Examples include holiday lets, B&Bs, hotels, caravan parks, schools, 

community halls, and food businesses. 

 

• Type B Supplies: These are regulated under the 2006 Regulations, and are smaller, 

typically domestic supplies, many of which serve single properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Relative proportions of the two different categories of supplies  
reported to DWQR for 2025. 
 

Figure 2 is a larger private water supply 
treatment plant. 
 

Figure 3 is a smaller private water 
supply treatment plant. 
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Figure 4 Number of Regulated private water supplies with each source type. 

Figure 5 Number of Type B private water supplies with each source type. 
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Figure 8 Number of Regulated private water supplies reported by each local authority 
area. 

Figure 6 A private water supply water source.  Figure 7 Another example of a private 
water supply source. 
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2. TESTING OF REGULATED PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES 
 
 
2.1 Regulated Supplies 

All Regulated private water supplies are required to be sampled and tested annually in 

accordance with statutory requirements. Table 1 presents the number of Regulated private 

water supplies sampled within each local authority area, alongside the total number of 

Regulated private water supplies recorded. It also provides information on the population 

served by these supplies in each local authority area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 Number of Type B private water supplies reported by each local authority 
area. 
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Local Authority Number of 
supplies 

Population 
served 

Number of     
supplies        
sampled 

% of supplies 
sampled 

Aberdeen City 6 105 6 100% 

Aberdeenshire 768 7,015 465 61% 

Angus 92 0 84 91% 

Argyll and Bute 749 17,486 563 75% 

City of Edinburgh 8 0 7 88% 

Clackmannanshire 8 266 7 88% 

Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar 17 339 10 59% 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 437 14,785 400 92% 

Dundee City 0 0 0 No Supplies 

East Ayrshire 54 253 42 78% 

East Dunbartonshire 1 40 1 100% 

East Lothian 25 533 24 96% 

East Renfrewshire 17 605 16 94% 

Falkirk 1 0 1 100% 

File 76 2,726 76 100% 

Glasgow City 0 0 0 No Supplies 

Highland 1,188 35,042 932 78% 

Inverclyde 13 834 13 100% 

Midlothian 36 636 36 100% 

Moray 301 3,040 267 89% 

North Ayrshire 33 498 29 88% 

North Lanarkshire 6 11 6 100% 

Orkney 30 801 18 60% 

Perth and Kinross 639 23,751 432 68% 

Renfrewshire 14 429 13 93% 

Scottish Borders 506 10,677 421 83% 

Shetland 2 8 2 100% 

South Ayrshire 74 1,009 67 91% 

South Lanarkshire 61 653 49 80% 

Stirling 87 4,398 69 79% 

West 
Dunbartonshire 5 111 5 100% 

West Lothian 11 345 10 91% 

Total 5,265 126,396 4,071 77% 

Table 1 Regulated private water supplies by local authority area. 
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The introduction of licensing requirements for short-term let properties in Scotland has 

contributed to an increase in the number of Regulated private water supplies identified 

across the country. In response, local authorities have been prioritising the registration and 

administration of these additional private water supplies based on public health risk and 

need. 

 

As the number of Regulated private water supplies continues to change, direct year-on-year 

comparisons should be interpreted with caution. Nevertheless, compliance with the 

statutory requirement to sample all Regulated private water supplies annually has improved 

across Scotland, increasing from 69% in 2024 to 77% in 2025. This demonstrates 

continued progress by local authorities in meeting their regulatory obligations and improving 

oversight of private water supplies. 

 

Several local authorities demonstrated significant improvements in compliance with the 

annual sampling requirement for Regulated private water supplies during 2025. Notable 

increases were recorded in: 

 

• Angus, where compliance rose from 77% in 2024 to 91% in 2025 

• Dumfries and Galloway, which improved from 68% in 2024 to 92% in 2025 

• Perth and Kinross, where compliance increased from 46% in 2024 to 68% in 2025 

 

In contrast, compliance within Orkney has declined. Sampling performance decreased from 

97% in 2024 to 60% in 2025. 

 

2.1.1 Compliance  
 
All Regulated private water supplies are required to be tested annually for a prescribed 

range of chemical and microbiological parameters. These parameters are essential for 

assessing the safety of drinking water, protecting public health, and maintaining consumer 

confidence in the drinking water provided by these types of private water supplies. Samples 

are collected from taps used for drinking water purposes to ensure that the results 

accurately represent the quality of water being consumed by users. 
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Table 2 Key parameter compliance for Regulated private water supplies. 

 

 

As in previous years, coliform bacteria remained the parameter most frequently identified as 

non-compliant in 2025, with 21.0% of samples failing to meet the required standard. This is 

comparable with 2024 where 20.5% samples failed to meet the standard for coliforms. The 

presence of coliform bacteria continues to indicate that many private water supplies are 

affected by inadequate source protection, ineffective treatment, or deficiencies within the 

water supply system. Coliform bacteria are commonly found in soil, vegetation and the 

wider environment, and their detection in drinking water can be an indication that treatment 

processes are not operating effectively. 

 

Escherichia coli (E. coli) was detected in 11.0% of samples, a result that remains of 

particular concern to DWQR. Unlike general coliform bacteria, the presence of E. coli is a 

specific indicator of faecal contamination from human or animal sources and may suggest 

that disease-causing microorganisms are also present in the water supply. Consequently, 

the detection of E. coli represents a potentially significant risk to public health and requires 

prompt investigation and corrective action. 

 

These results highlight the continuing importance of risk assessment, routine monitoring 

and regulatory oversight by local authorities. They also emphasise the responsibility of 

Parameter Compliance 

Turbidity 99.0% 

Nitrate (Total) 98.4% 

Nickel (Total) 98.1% 

Manganese (Total) 96.9% 

Lead (Total) 93.1% 

Iron (Total) 95.1% 

Hydrogen ion (pH) 86.8% 

Enterococci 91.1% 

E. coli 89.0% 

Copper (Total) 95.4% 

Colour 90.8% 

Colony Count 220C 97.9% 

Coliform Bacteria 79.0% 

Clostridium perfringens 93.8% 

Total 92.7% 
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private water supply owners and users to ensure that their water sources are adequately 

protected and that any treatment equipment is properly maintained and operating 

effectively. Ongoing maintenance, regular inspection and timely remedial actions remain 

essential for improving drinking water quality and reducing the risk of contamination in 

private water supplies across Scotland. 

 
2.1.2 Investigation and Enforcement  
 
Local authorities play a key role in investigating failures of private water supplies to 

determine the underlying causes and promote appropriate remedial action. Improvements 

may be required at the water source, such as fencing an intake, drilling a new borehole, or 

upgrading treatment systems to address contamination and improve drinking water quality. 

 

To help support these improvements, owners and users of private water supplies may be 

eligible for financial assistance through the Scottish Government grant scheme, which is 

administered by local authorities. 

 

Where voluntary engagement is unsuccessful and supply owners are unwilling to undertake 

the necessary improvements, local authorities have powers to take enforcement action. The 

2017 Regulations provide a range of enforcement measures to support this process, 

including notices requiring the provision of information and emergency notices that can 

restrict or prohibit the use of a drinking water supply where there is a risk to public health. 
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2.2 Type B Supplies 

 
Type B private water supplies are only tested when requested by owners or users. There is 

no regulatory requirement for drinking water from these supplies to be tested at all. 

Consequently, many of these supplies are never routinely assessed, resulting in a 

comparatively limited monitoring data across Scotland compared to Regulated private water 

supplies, as shown in Table 4.  

 

 

Local Authority 
 
 

Number of 
supplies 

Population Number of 
supplies 
sampled 

% of supplies 
sampled 

 

Aberdeen City 47 193 0 0% 

Aberdeenshire 7,450 21,592 237 3% 

Angus 330 0 6 2% 

Argyll and Bute 2,513 9,898 60 2% 

City of Edinburgh 5 0 1 20% 

Clackmannanshire 22 156 1 5% 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 41 86 0 0% 

Dumfries and Galloway 1,028 3,088 48 5% 

Dundee City 1 24 0 0% 

East Ayrshire 201 779 19 9% 

Local Authority                 Number of Enforcement 
Notices 

Number of 
Investigations 

Aberdeenshire   774 

Argyll and Bute   292 

Scottish Borders 3 223 

Perth and Kinross   174 

Highland   173 

Moray   69 

Dumfries and Galloway   64 

South Lanarkshire   62 

Midlothian   24 

Orkney   8 

East Lothian   3 

West Lothian   3 

East Renfrewshire   1 

Total 3 1,870 

Table 3 Number of investigations and enforcement by local authority for Regulated 
supplies. 

Table 4 Type B private water supplies by local authority area. 
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East Dunbartonshire 17 62 0 0% 

East Lothian 18 99 1 6% 

East Renfrewshire 117 340 7 6% 

Falkirk 5 29 1 20% 

Fife 221 1,158 17 8% 

Glasgow City 0 0 0 No Supplies 

Highland 1,724 9,066 78 5% 

Inverclyde 50 263 6 12% 

Midlothian 28 122 3 11% 

Moray 617 2,032 25 4% 

North Ayrshire 252 1,380 11 4% 

North Lanarkshire 17 47 0 0% 

Orkney 210 532 13 6% 

Perth and Kinross 1,042 7,973 33 3% 

Renfrewshire 82 218 6 7% 

Scottish Borders 930 3,848 57 6% 

Shetland 56 147 1 2% 

South Ayrshire 156 446 16 10% 

South Lanarkshire 251 1,020 4 2% 

Stirling 358 1,606 11 3% 

West Dunbartonshire 15 65 0 0% 

West Lothian 42 176 1 2% 

Total 17,846 66,443 663 4% 

 

Requests for testing are most commonly made when owners are planning improvements to 

their supply, as water quality results are generally required to support applications for 

funding through the Scottish Government grant scheme. Water quality testing is also 

frequently undertaken during property sales to provide assurance that the supply is 

wholesome and meeting the mandatory drinking water quality standards. 

 

As local authority involvement with Type B supplies is limited, owners and users play a 

crucial role in safeguarding drinking water quality. Regular inspection, maintenance, and 

appropriate treatment of the supply are essential to ensure that the water remains safe, 

reliable, and fit for consumption. 
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2.2.1  Compliance 
 

Only 4% of Type B private water supplies were sampled in 2025. Given the limited sample 

size, the results are unlikely to be representative of all Type B supplies, making it difficult to 

draw robust conclusions regarding their overall water quality. Furthermore, these supplies 

are often tested in response to specific concerns or incidents, which may introduce bias and 

contribute to lower compliance rates than would be expected from routine sampling. 

 

In 2025, coliform bacteria remained the parameter with the highest rate of non-compliance, 

with 34.1% of all samples failing, a figure broadly consistent with the 34.6% reported in 

2024. E. coli was detected in 13.8% of samples in 2025 which is a slight decrease from 

15.9% of samples in 2024, This indicates that faecal contamination continues to affect a 

significant proportion of these types of private water supplies. These results also suggest 

that effective disinfection is absent or not performing adequately in many of these types of 

private water supplies. 

 

The findings further indicate that some owners and users may not have the knowledge, 

skills, or resources required to operate and maintain treatment systems effectively. This 

highlights the importance of continued guidance, education, and support for private water 

supply users, alongside appropriate regulatory oversight, to help ensure drinking water from 

these private water supplies remain safe, wholesome, and protect public health. 
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Table 5 Key parameter compliance for Type B private water supplies. 

Parameter Compliance 

Turbidity 95.0% 

Nitrate (Total) 96.3% 

Nickel (Total) 100.0% 

Manganese (Total) 89.0% 

Lead (Total) 93.9% 

Iron (Total) 89.2% 

Hydrogen ion (pH) 79.3% 

Enterococci 85.4% 

E. coli 86.2% 

Copper (Total) 100.0% 

Colour 90.2% 

Colony Count 220C 100.0% 

Coliform Bacteria 65.9% 

Clostridium perfringens 100.0% 

Total 88.3% 

 

2.2.2  Investigation and Enforcement  
 
Local authorities investigate Type B private water supplies where owners or users raise 

concerns about water quality or quantity, particularly when improvements to the supply are 

being considered. Such improvements may be supported through the Scottish 

Government’s private water supply grant scheme, helping owners address issues that 

affect the safety, reliability, or adequacy of their water supply. 

 

Where informal engagement does not secure the information required or encourage the 

necessary remedial action, local authorities may use enforcement powers available under 

the regulatory framework. This is particularly important where there is evidence that a 

supply poses an imminent risk to public health. In these circumstances, local authorities 

have the authority to require corrective measures and upgrades to ensure that the drinking 

water supplied from these types of private water supplies is safe, wholesome, and fit for 

use. 
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Table 6 Number of investigations and enforcement by local authority for Type B private 

water supplies. 

Local Authority                 Number of Enforcement 
Notices 

Number of 
Investigations 

Aberdeenshire   252 

South Lanarkshire 1 89 

Moray   79 

Scottish Borders 1 46 

Argyll and Bute   31 

Highland   24 

Orkney   6 

Midlothian   3 

East Renfrewshire   1 

Perth and Kinross   1 

West Lothian   1 

Total 2 533 

 

3. RISK ASSESSMENT  
 
Risk assessment is a fundamental component of protecting the quality and safety of private 

water supplies. While water quality sampling provides information about the condition of a 

supply at a specific point in time, risk assessments take a broader and more preventative 

approach. They identify potential hazards throughout the supply system, assess the 

likelihood of contamination under different conditions, and evaluate the effectiveness of 

existing control measures. The process also ensures that risks and mitigation measures are 

systematically recorded and reviewed. 

 

Under the 2017 Regulations, local authorities are required to undertake risk assessments of 

all Regulated supplies at least once every five years using the online risk assessment tool 

developed and maintained by DWQR. In addition, local authorities must provide advice and 

assistance on risk assessment to owners and users of Type B supplies when requested. 

Following submission of the data return, a private water supply in Midlothian was 

reclassified from Regulated to Type B. Consequently, the number of Regulated private 

water supplies in the local authority area has reduced from 36 to 35. 
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Table 7 Risk assessment of regulated supplies by local authority. 

Local Authority  

Total 
Regulated 
Supplies  

Total 
Regulated 
RAs 
Complete 
up to Jul 
2026  

% Regulated 
RAs 
Complete up 
to Jul  2026 

Regulated 
RAs 
Partially 
Complete 
up to Jul 
2026  

Number of 
RAs 
completed 
in 2025  

Regulated 
RAs 
Completed 
From Jul 
2025 to Jul 
2026 

Aberdeen City  6 5 83% 0 0 5 

Aberdeenshire  768 388 51% 62 62 326 

Angus  91 30 33% 27 7 23 

Argyll and Bute 749 239 32% 43 56 183 

City of Edinburgh  8 8 100% 0 4 4 

Clackmannanshire  8 6 75% 0 4 2 

Dumfries and 
Galloway  437 278 64% 5 28 250 

Dundee City  0 0 0 0 0 0 

East Ayrshire  54 54 100% 0 22 32 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Council 

1 1 100% 0 0 1 

East Lothian  25 24 96% 0 0 24 

East Renfrewshire  17 3 18% 8 0 3 

Falkirk  1 1 100% 0 0 1 

Fife  76 77 100% 1 8 69 

Glasgow City  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Highland  1188 745 63% 19 181 564 

Inverclyde  13 12 92% 1 2 10 

Midlothian  35 31 89% 2 19 12 

Moray  301 283 94% 0 61 222 

Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar  17 9 53% 3 0 9 
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North Ayrshire 33 15 45% 0 3 12 

North Lanarkshire  6 4 67% 1 0 4 

Orkney Islands  30 21 70% 4 0 21 

Perth and Kinross  639 161 25% 6 0 161 

Renfrewshire  14 10 71% 1 2 8 

Scottish Borders  506 204 40% 3 27 177 

Shetland Islands  2 1 50% 2 0 1 

South Ayrshire  74 71 96% 0 11 60 

South Lanarkshire 61 45 74% 10 7 38 

Stirling  87 37 43% 2 15 22 

West 
Dunbartonshire  5 4 80% 2 0 4 

West Lothian  11 6 55% 6 1 5 

Total 5263 2773 53% 208 520 2253 

 

 

The 2017 Regulations required all initial risk assessments to be completed by 1 January 

2022. Progress has continued since then, although a significant number of supplies have 

yet to be assessed. As shown in Table 7, the proportion of supplies with a completed risk 

assessment increased from 44% in 2024 to 53% in 2025, demonstrating continued 

progress by local authorities in meeting their statutory obligations and improving the 

understanding and management of risks affecting private water supplies across Scotland. 

 
 
The risk assessment process consists of a structured series of questions that examine each 

stage of the private water supply system, from source to tap. For each identified hazard, the 

risk assessor assigns a severity score and a likelihood score, both on a scale of 1 to 5. 

These scores are multiplied to produce an initial risk rating, allowing hazards to be ranked 

according to their potential impact on water quality and public health. 
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Once any mitigation measures have been identified or implemented, such as treatment 

systems, source protection, or operational improvements, a secondary assessment is 

undertaken. Revised severity and likelihood scores are then applied to determine the 

residual risk. This provides a clear indication of how effectively the mitigation measures 

reduce the identified risks and helps inform any further improvements that may be required. 

Figure 10 Top Ten Risk Categories Taken from DWQR’ s Risk Assessment Tool  

(The bars on the chart show the mean risk scores before and after mitigations have been 

put in place.) 

 

Figure 10 presents the ten highest average risk scores recorded across all private water 

supplies, both before and after mitigation measures have been applied. These results 

highlight the most significant risks currently affecting private water supplies and 

demonstrate the extent to which existing controls are reducing those risks. 

The three highest-ranked risk categories, based on both unmitigated and mitigated scores, 

were: 

 

• System – Inadequate Management 

• Source – Faecal Contaminant in Catchment 

• Tank – Source of Microbial Contamination 

 

0 5 10 15

System - undisinfected water entering into supply

Surface Water- debris or particulate infiltration

Surface Water unsealed spring headworks

Tank - unprotected or inadequately protected vents

Surface Water - quality change due to weather

Tank - ingress- structure

Tank - lack of regular maintenance and cleaning

Tank - source of microbial contamination

Source - faecal contaminants in catchment

System - inadequate management

Unmitigated Risk Score (Mean score) Mitigated Risk Score (Mean score)
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Although the highest-risk categories remain broadly unchanged from the previous year, 

System – Inadequate Management has overtaken Source – Faecal Contamination in 

Catchment as the most significant risk factor. This change emphasises the importance of 

effective management, operation, and maintenance of private water supplies. While 

contamination risks associated with the source remain a major concern, the findings 

indicate that inadequate oversight, poor system maintenance, and insufficient 

understanding of treatment requirements can have an equally significant impact on drinking 

water quality. The results reinforce the need for ongoing support, guidance, and 

engagement with supply owners and users to ensure that risks are identified, managed, 

and mitigated effectively. 

 

 

 

 
4. OTHER DWQR ACTIVITY  
 
4.1 Contacts to DWQR 
 
In 2025, the DWQR received a total of fifty contacts relating to private water supplies. Of 

these, nineteen enquiries came from PWS owners and users. Common themes included 

concerns about drinking water quality, guidance on water testing, and questions regarding 

the relevant legislation. 

 

A further twenty-six complex enquiries were submitted by local authorities. These covered a 

range of topics, including technical queries on conducting risk assessments, use of the 

DWQR risk assessment tool, and emerging disinfection technologies. Local authorities also 

Figure 11 Mitigation used to protect this 
PWS. 

Figure 12 Mitigation used to protect 
PWS. 
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sought clarification on the application of private water supply regulations. There were also a 

further two from MSPs and one from an NHS Health Board, all regarding data and how they 

are recorded.  

 
 
4.2 Information for Owners and Users of Private Water Supplies 
 
DWQR continues to enhance the availability of information for owners and users of private 

water supplies, supporting them in maintaining the safety and quality of their drinking water. 

Comprehensive guidance can be found on the Scottish Government website at Owning or 

using a private water supply - mygov.scot.  Additionally, a straightforward risk assessment 

tool is available to help users identify and mitigate potential risks:  Find ways to make your 

private water supply safer - mygov.scot 

 
 
4.3  Supervision & Training  
 
DWQR has a statutory responsibility to supervise local authorities in the regulation of 

private water supplies. As part of this role, we conduct supervisory visits to assess local 

authority performance in delivering sampling and risk assessment programmes, identify the 

causes of any underperformance, and promote continuous improvement. Where necessary, 

DWQR works closely with local authorities to develop and implement action plans designed 

to address identified issues and support future compliance with regulatory requirements. 

 

A number of common challenges continue to affect the delivery of private water supplies 

regulatory activities. Local authorities frequently report difficulties in recruiting and retaining 

suitably qualified staff, resulting in resource pressures that can impact service delivery. In 

addition, the geographical location of many private water supplies, particularly those in 

remote and rural areas, presents logistical challenges for both sampling and risk 

assessment activities. DWQR remains committed to supporting local authorities in 

overcoming these challenges through the provision of guidance, advice, and technical 

expertise, while also maintaining appropriate oversight and accountability where 

performance falls below expected standards. 

 

During 2025, DWQR Drinking Water Quality Specialists undertook several site visits across 

Scotland to support local authorities in carrying out risk assessments and investigating 

https://www.mygov.scot/private-water-supplies
https://www.mygov.scot/private-water-supplies
https://www.mygov.scot/check-private-water-supply
https://www.mygov.scot/check-private-water-supply
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private water supply issues. These visits also provided opportunities to deliver specialist 

advice, practical training, and knowledge-sharing to environmental health officers and 

students, helping to strengthen capability and promote a consistent approach to the 

protection of public health. 

 

DWQR delivered targeted training to local authority officers on the use of the private water 

supply risk assessment portal and the annual data return process. Recordings of these 

sessions are available to local authority colleagues upon request. 

 

Unfortunately due to resource constraints, DWQR was not able to hold a private water 

supply training day during 2025. We appreciate how useful these days for local authorities, 

and is committed to providing one in the future when resources allow. 

 

5. ANNEXES  
 
5.1 Regulatory Framework  

 
The regulatory framework for drinking water quality in Scotland is rooted in European Union 

Directives. A recast Drinking Water Directive was adopted by the EU in December 2020, 

introducing updated standards aimed at further safeguarding public health. Although the UK 

has left the EU, Scotland, at present, has chosen to mirror these standards.   

 

The standards set out in the Directive are informed by guidelines developed by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO), ensuring a science-based approach to protecting public health. 

Water quality legislation relating to private water supplies includes: 

 

Water (Scotland) Act 1980 (as amended)  

 

This Act requires local authorities to secure improvements to private water supplies if they 

consider them necessary. Water (Scotland) Act 1980 

 

Water Industry (Scotland) Act 2002  

 

This Act created the role of the DWQR, an independent authority not subject to direction by 

the Scottish Ministers. In relation to private water supplies, the DWQR is required to 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/45/contents
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supervise the enforcement by local authorities of their drinking water quality obligations. 

Local authorities are required to provide the DWQR with any information necessary to 

undertake that supervisory role. The DWQR is required to submit and publish an annual 

report to Scottish Ministers detailing his activities. Water Industry (Scotland) Act 2002   

 

The Private Water Supplies (Scotland) Regulations 2006  

 

These regulations define the wholesomeness of drinking water with reference to the 

European Drinking Water Directive 98/83/EC, which came into force in 1998. The standards 

set out in the Directive are based on recommendations from the WHO regarding the 

protection of human health through safe drinking water. Although the regulations have been 

significantly amended over time, they continue to include provisions specific to Type B 

supplies, particularly in relation to monitoring requirements and the provision of public 

health advice. The Private Water Supplies (Scotland) Regulations 2006 

 

The Private Water Supplies (Grants) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 

 

Under these regulations, local authorities are empowered to provide a non-means-tested 

grant of up to £800 to eligible persons. This grant is available to support improvements to 

private water supplies, including both Regulated supplies and Type B supplies.  

The Private Water Supplies (Grants) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 

Apply for a private water supply grant - mygov.scot 

 
 

The Water Intended for Human Consumption (Private Supplies) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017  

 
These regulations came into force on 27 October 2017, replacing and partially re-enacting, 

with modifications, the provisions of The Private Water Supplies (Scotland) Regulations 

2006 in relation to Regulated supplies (formerly referred to as “Type A” supplies). 

 

The Water Intended for Human Consumption (Private Supplies) (Scotland) Regulations 

2017 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2002/3/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/209/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2006/210/contents/made
https://www.mygov.scot/private-water-supplies/apply-for-grant
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/282/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/282/contents
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Guidance issued by DWQR clarifies that domestic rented properties fall within the scope of 

commercial activity for the purposes of these regulations. 

 

Guidance on the Water Intended for Human Consumption (Private Supplies) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2017 

 
 
5.2 Acknowledgement 
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https://dwqr.scot/private-water-supplies/regulatory-guidance-and-information/guidance-on-the-water-intended-for-human-consumption-private-supplies-scotland-regulations-2017/
https://dwqr.scot/private-water-supplies/regulatory-guidance-and-information/guidance-on-the-water-intended-for-human-consumption-private-supplies-scotland-regulations-2017/
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 LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT CARDS 
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